SHOULD I MAKE A WILL – some points to consider
If you are concerned about who you would like your property and personal belongings to go to whether you are single, married or in a defacto relationship, it is essential to make a Will.  
To ensure your wishes are carried out your will appoints an executor who handles your affairs after you die.  It is recommended to appoint more than one executor in case one of these executors dies or does not want to act as your executor when the time comes. You can appoint whoever you like such as your spouse, relative, a friend or a Solicitor. An executor has a very responsible position and it is recommended you ask them if they wish to take on that position before appointing them.
A will is a legal document which must be in writing, (handwritten, typed or printed), and signed at the end of each page and the last page and your signature witnessed by two witnesses who must be present when you sign your will.  It is not necessary for both witnesses to be present at the same time they sign.

You can leave your property to who you wish however you should consider proper provision for your spouse and children including adopted and ex-nuptial children.  If you do not, they are entitled to make a claim against the estate under the Family Provisions Act for provision depending on their needs.

If you divorce or marry this may automatically revoke any former wills you have made especially if the Will does not have the relevant wording, then it is recommend a new will be made.

If you do not have a Will then your assets will be distributed in accordance with the rigid rules of intestacy regardless of what your wishes may be.  As the legal procedures for intestacy are more complicated this can be a very time consuming and an expensive exercise and may cause worry and hardship to family members.
It is not a requirement for a Solicitor to draft a Will.  However, there are many cases where homemade Wills are unclear or not properly drawn up or caused an unwanted tax liability.  In these cases quite often an application has to be made to the Supreme Court to make a decision on the validity of the Will.
There are many other aspects to consider when drafting a will which are not mentioned here and it is recommend you seek legal advice.

