“Enduring Guardianship” – WHAT DOES IT MEAN?
Should you lose the capacity to make decisions in relation to your health care, medical treatment and lifestyle as to where you wish to live, an enduring guardian is someone you appoint, at a time when you have capacity, to make those decisions for you.
An Enduring Guardianship is a document you sign to appoint a guardian or guardians who make personal, health or lifestyle decisions on your behalf should you lose the capacity to make them yourself.  You can appoint more than one enduring guardian and you can choose which decision-making areas you wish your guardian or guardians to have.  These are called functions and you can give your enduring guardian or guardians as many functions as you wish.  Some functions would be to make decisions about dental treatment or to decide where you should live.
If you do not have an enduring guardianship and you lose the capacity to make personal and lifestyle decisions for yourself, it may be that decisions are made that you would not agree with. For example:  In the case of serious illness with no likelihood of recovery a decision is made to prolong life and administer such treatment or procedures which artificially sustain or revive you.
The medical profession need lawful instruction and an enduring 
guardianship appoints a guardian or guardians to lawfully make those decisions if the need arises.
Some situations where the need may arise:

· Where a spouse is incapable;

· Where a couple is separated, but not divorced;

· In long enduring friendships where the trusted friend is the appropriate decision maker, rather than the next of kin.

Your enduring guardian must act within the principles of the Guardianship Act, in your best interests and within the law.  You cannot give your guardian a function or a direction that would involve them in an unlawful act, such as euthanasia.
